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I. IDENTIFICATION OF AGENCIES

A.  The following agencies are involved in the Southeast Utah Annual Operating Plan:

1.  The U nited States D epartment of A griculture Forest S ervice, Man ti-La Sal Nationa l Forest, 

Ferron, Price, Moab, and Monticello Ranger Districts, hereinafter called the USFS

2.  The United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Southeast Utah 

Field Office Alliance, hereinafter called the BLM

3.  The United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Southeast Utah

Grou p (Can yonland s Nation al Park, A rches N ational P ark, Natu ral Bridg es Nation al 

Monument, and Hovenweep National Monument) hereinafter called the NPS

4.  The Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, Grand, San Juan, Carbon, and

Emery C ounties,  hereina fter called th e State

5.  The United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Navajo Region

 Fores try, Ute  Mou ntain  Ute A gency a nd U intah  and O uray A gency,  herein after ca lled the BIA

B.  The US FS, BLM , BIA, and NP S may hereinafter be jointly referred to as the Federal Agencies.

C.  All Federal agencies and the  State may hereinafter be jointly referred to as the Agencies.

II. AUTHORITY FOR PLAN

     The authority for the Southeast Utah Annual Operating Plan (hereinafter referred to as the Plan)

is in accordance with the Cooperative Fire Management Agreement of March, 2001, (BIA N o.

AGH005016 and Forest Service No. 22-CA-95-022), between the State and Federal Agencies in 

Utah.

III. PURPOSE OF PLAN

The purpose of this AOP is to document agreement and commitment to fire management assistance 

and cooperation.  This agreem ent is entered into by and between the A gencies.
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IV. DEFINITIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS

A. Fire Protection R esponsibilities: As de fined  in the M aster A greem ent eac h Ag ency m ay 

have fire protection responsibilities in the following areas:

1) Protecting Agency - The agency responsible for providing direct wildland fire protection

To a given area pursuant to this agreement

2) Supp orting Agen cy - An agency p roviding sup pression (Initial Attack ) or other supp ort

and resourc es to the Protecting  Agency. 

3) Jurisd ictional A gency - Th e agency that has ov erall land a nd reso urce ma nagem ent 

and/or protection  responsibility as provid ed by Fede ral or State law. 

B. Direct Pro tection Ar eas: Each Federal agency has p rotection responsibilities for lands 

which they administer.  The State, through internal agreements, has the responsibility to 

provide wildland fire protection for all state and unincorporated private land in the fou r counties.

                     

C. Protection Boundary: Each agency’s protection boun dary conforms to jurisdictional boundaries.

D. Mutua l Aid Dispatch  Areas by D ispatch Levels:  Mutual aid is defined as providing aid to 

other agencies.  Aid can be provid ed at any and all dispatch levels.

E. Mutua l Aid Mo ve-up and  Cover Fa cilities: Move-up is the system of redistributing 

remaining personnel and  equipment following d ispatch of initial forces.

F. Special Ma nagem ent Considera tions: (wilderness areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, research 

natural areas, archeological sites, roadless areas, or other areas identified in land 

managem ent pla nnin g documents or o therw ise requiring  specia l proce dures): Eac h agen cy 

has policies and/or specific special management areas identified in their respective land management

plans.

G. Respo nsibility for  Non-W ildland F ire Em ergencies: Emergencies other than wildland fire 

(such as search and rescue, medical, earthquake, etc.) on federal, state, and private lands are 

the responsibility of the sheriff of the county in which the emergency occurs.

H. MIST :  Minimum Impact Supp ression Tactics

I. MIM T:   Minimum Impact Man agement Tactics 
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V. Fire Protection Organization: (Chain of Command)

U.S. Forest Service

      Forest Supervisor (Price)

 |

Moab/Monticello Ranger District     Forest Fire Management Officer Ferron/Price Ranger District
     |------------------------------------------------|--------------------------------------------------|

                South Zone FMO        North  Zone FMO
                            |                    |

                                      AFMO                                                                                                              AFMO  
              |-----------------------|----------------------|--------------------|                                 |-------------------------—|-----------------------|
 Eng. 1041(L)          Eng. 1051(H)       Squad 10-5    Squad 10-6                        Eng. 1031(L)      Eng. 1011(L)       Squad 10-2
      Moab                   Monticello              Monticello       Monticello                       Price              Ephraim               Ferron     

     |
           Squad 10-1
              Ephraim

       Bureau of Land Management

Moab Field Office Manager
   |

Fire Management Officer
|

                                            Assistant Fire Management Officer
              |------------------|------------------|------------------------------------|------------------------------------------|---------------------------|
  Eng. 413(H)     Eng. 414(H)        WT216           Moab  Helitack 606RD(L-3)                Eng. 618(L)        Eng. 619(L)
      Moab                  Moab             Moab            Moab                  Monticello            Price

    State of Utah

Utah State Director
|

State Fire Management Coordinator/ Area Manager
                                |----------------------------------------------------------|----------------------------------------------------|

         Fire Warden -Emery Co. /Carbon Co. (L)-Price                                                  Fire Warden- Grand Co./ San Juan Co (L)-Moab      
            
                                |                                                                                                                                     |   
County Rural Fire Departments County Rural Fire Departments

          National Park Service

                                                                        Southeast Utah Group Superintendent
 |

       Wildland Fire Coordinator
                                            |-----------------------|--------------------|
                                                                E506 (L) Island                      E27 (S) Needles

MIFC Oversight Committee
Interagency Coordinating Group

Moab Interagency Fire Center
|

      Center Manager
                                                                                            |

           Assistant Center Manager
                                    |----------------------------------|---------------------------------|

                   Dispatcher (BLM)                      Dispatcher (FS)                Dispatcher (State)

(L) - Light 200-300 gallon, (H) - Heavy (900 gallon), (S) - Structural
Appendix B  contains the Southeast Utah Preparedness Level plan which outlines preparedness levels, draw down levels, etc. 
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A. Super visory R esponsib ilities: The MIFC C enter Manager Position is established by the 

Over sight C omm ittee (on e line o fficer fro m each agen cy) and  is adm inistrat ively suppor ted by 

the Coordinating Group (USFS Fire Management Officer, BLM Fire Management Officer, NPS 

Wildland Fire Coordinator and the State Area Manager).  The Center Manager supervises and 

administers the MIFC  staff as per the following guidelines:

1.  Rev iew pos ition desc riptions an d perfor mance  elemen ts

2.  Particip ate in selectio n pan els

3.  Complete annual performance evaluations and individual training plans to be submitted 

to and approved by the appropriate agency supervisor

4.  Ensure individual training and advancement opportunities

5.  Coordinate leave, overtime, compensatory time

6.  Assign subordinate supervisory responsibilities

7.  Work assignments for center personnel shall be coordinated through the Center

Manager regardless of agency affiliation.

VI. PROTECTION AREA SUMMARIES

A. Jurisdictio nal Ag ency, Pr otection U nit, Cou nty, etc.:   Each agency will provide fire 

protection on lands they administer or have jurisdictional responsibilities.  Several parties to 

this agreemen t have initial attack agreem ents with other a gencies and  offices along their 

borders (i.e. Moab, BLM and Grand Junction, BLM ).  All signers to this operating plan who are 

within the Moab Interagen cy Fire Center zone of influence agree to honor these agreem ents 

for initial attack assistance.

Without jeopardizing its own protection responsibilities, any participating agency will provide 

personne l, equipme nt and/or sup plies requested  by another agen cy as specified in each  agency's fire

mobilization plan.

Federal agencies requiring county or local fire department personnel and/or equipment on 

wildland fires are to coordinate requests through the Moab Interagency Fire Center.  The Fire 

Center will then coordinate requests through the Utah Forestry, Fire, and State Land's Area 

Man ager, or C ounty F ire Warden for th e given county w here the  person nel and /or equip ment 

reside.  Billing for county, and local fire department personnel and equipment will be handled 

by the State. 

 Note - The Moab Field Office - BLM and the M oab Valley Fire District have a separate 

agreement for fire coordination in the Moab valley which allows for direct initial attack 

requests between the two agen cies.

Note – Arches National Park - NPS and the Moab V alley Fire Protection District have a separate 

agreement that provides that Moab Valley Fire District will suppress structural and vehicle fires that

occur within  park boun daries.  

B.  Fund s for Fire C enter ope rations w ill be boun d by th e MIF C M aster Ag reemen t:  The 

amou nt of mo ney contrib uted by e ach agency will be  renegotia ted as ne eded b y the Ove rsight 

Com mittee an d the C oordina ting Gro up.  Th e Coord inating G roup on  an as ne eded b asis will 

also negotiate any additional funding for Center operations.

C.  Map  and/or  legal descrip tion, dated  to meet cu rrent need : Curren t maps a re mainta ined at 

the Moab  Interagency Fire C enter.
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D.  Fire Protection facilities by Agency and location:

Interagency – Moab Fire Station

USFS - Price – Initial Attack Cache

Moab - Initial Attack Cache

Ephraim - Initial Attack Cache

Monticello - Initial Attack Cache

Ferron - Initial Attack Cache

BLM  - Price - Initial Attack Cache

Moab - 100 Person fire Cache, Interagency Fire Center, Helibase, Fire Staff Offices

Monticello - Initial Attack Cache

NPS – There are  small Initial Attack C aches at each o f the following loca tions:  Arches N .P.,

Island In the Sk y, River, and N eedles Districts of C anyonland s N.P., 

Natural B ridges N.M ., Hovenw eep N.M .

STATE - Price, Moab (Initial Attack Cache), Monticello (Initial Attack Cache)

E.  Mutu al Aid D ispatch A reas: All signa tory agenc ies in this A OP ag ree to use th e "Close st 

Force" concept in dispatching of initial attack forces.  Closest Force is defined as responding 

the appropriate resource (in terms of response time) to a report of a new fire incident in an 

unknown location.  Closest Force may not apply to follow up response actions as determined 

by the agency with jurisdictional responsibility. No specific mutual aid dispatch areas are 

identified.  

F.  Special M anag emen t Consid eration A reas:  Special management considerations are 

identified in each agency’s land use plans.  MIST tactics and MIMT strategies will be required

on the following areas under Forest Service jurisdictions: Riparian (RPN), Research Protection

and Interpretation  (RPI), and In ventoried R oadless Area s (IRA).

VII. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES

A. Fire Notification:   All wildfires occurring on each agency’s land (with the ex ception of areas 

west of Skyline Drive on the FS) will be reported to the Moab Interagency Fire Center (435-

259-2123 ).  Fires west of Skyline Drive are to be handled as follows:

1.  Fires occurring on the FS west of Skyline Drive will be reported to the Richfield 

Interagency Fire Center (435-896-8404).  RIFC will then notify MIFC and request a fire 

numb er.  

During the period of May through October, the Moab Interagency Fire Center will maintain a 

coordinated list of available fire resources located in Southeast Utah.  This list will be updated 

daily for all agencies.  All suppression resources will notify MIFC each morning as to where 

they will be workin g during the  operational perio d.  If any resource sign ificantly changes the ir 

location during the day they will notify MIFC immed iately and update their location status.

When M IFC receives a report of a fire, they will utilize an interagency  rotation of resources 

from each protection facility/location while still ensuring proper equipment and  “Closest Force” 

guidelines are initiated.  The appropriate duty officer(s) for the area of the incident will be 

promptly no tified and ma y provide add itional fire manage ment direction . 
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MIFC will be directly responsible for notifying, mobilizing, tracking, providing communication 

services for , and d emob ilizing thes e resourc es.  In add ition, M IFC w ill provide  addition al 

supplies and services to support those resources.  The Center Manager or designated 

assistant, in  conjun ction with  agency rep resentative , will prioritize  initial attack a ctions on  all 

incidents in p rogress based o n agency plan s and direction s.   

Fire Names and Numb ers will be tracked by MIFC.  All agencies will use the same name once 

the fire has been officially named.  Field units are responsible for providing a fire name to 

dispatch and should do so promptly, but note that MIFC may have to occasionally name a fire 

without field input due to resource ordering p rocedures or other reasons.

B. Determ ination o f Initial Atta ck Dispa tch Lev els: MIFC  dispatchers w ill keep track of 

available and c ommitted reso urces throug hout M IFC's jurisdiction.  D ispatchers will gath er 

situation and resource information from field units, organize it into appropriate reports, and 

advise the pro per personn el.  Dispatchers w ill keep informed  of weather an d fire danger 

predictions, an d will advise all particip ating agencies of a ll situations, threatening  fire behavior 

poten tial, and  resource ava ilability.

MIF C dispatch ers will imple men t systems nece ssary to gather w eathe r obse rvation s on a d aily 

basis.  Observ ations will be entere d into W IMS and  fire danger ind ices will be extracted .  

Morn ing and  afternoon  weathe r forecasts, sp ecial wea ther repo rts, nation al and reg ional 

situation reports, an d  lightning d etection map s will be mad e available to engin e crews and  fire

management.  Determination of staffing and preparedness levels will be according to 

procedure s outlined in A ppend ix B (Fire D anger Op erating and P reparednes s Plan).

 

C.  Initial Attack:  When an  initial attack resource takes action on an incident and determines 

land status, the duty officer for the appropriate agency will be promptly notified and briefed on 

the fire status.  If approved by the duty officer, the Incident Commander for the I.A. resource 

will have suppression responsibility.  The Duty Officer, however, retains the option of changing 

out the incid ent comma nder  or sup pression resource s as he/ she deems  appro priate a nd m ay 

request additional resources be dispatched to the incident.  The Incident Commander must be notified

prom ptly of all  resources ord ered fo r the inciden t.  The  duty of ficer is to  be pro mptly 

notified of any significant changes in the fire status.

 

In the event of a communication failure, the agency taking initial attack on a fire will continue until the

responsible (or jurisdictional) agency can be notified.

Clauses 46 of the M aster agreement will be followed for billing procedures.

A fire burn ing on land  administered  by one agenc y may be consid ered a threat to ano ther 

agency and suppression action may be taken by the threatened agency.  Prior to any action 

on another agency's land, the duty officer with jurisdictional responsibility will be notified and 

an agree ment rea ched o n the actio n to be tak en.  Ag encies tak ing ind epend ent action s will 

absorb  their own  costs.  Th is does n ot preclu de any ag ency from  taking actio ns they fee l 

appropriate on their lands.

Agency p olicies will be followed  for the suppre ssion of structure an d vehicle fires. 

Land ownership of highway/road Right-of-Way fires will be determined by whose land the 

highway/road  is crossing as identified  on the land  ownership  maps in M IFC.  
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D. Aircraf t:  MIFC  will receive orders an d make arran gements for all fixed _wing an d helicopter 

use requested by any of the participating agencies; this includes both administrative and 

incident us e.  All fl ight fo llowin g proc edures will b e imp lemen ted as p er spec ific agency 

requirements.  Flight plans for all non_fire suppression activities will be prepared by the 

requesting agency and submitted to MIFC in accordance with SOP's.  MIFC will maintain a 

current list of approved aircraft and pilots and will ensure that all flights originating at MIFC are 

initiated with  appro ved ai rcraft an d pilo ts.  MIF C will  notify th e app ropria te partic ipatin g agen cy 

of all indiscretions, misuse, and improper or inappropriate flight situations in compliance with 

specif ic agen cy regu lations .  Aeria l attack ( retardant, sm oke ju mpers, and  helico pters) w ill only 

be used w hen auth orized by the agen cy with jurisdiction al/protection respo nsibility.  MIFC  will notify

all parti cipatin g agen cies of a  reque sted reconn aissan ce (reco n) fligh t by any 

other p articipating a gency.

USFS – The N orth Zone or S outh Zon e Fire Duty O fficer in Charge  will approve u se of smokeju mpers

on lands under ju risdiction of the Forest Service.  Zone Duty Officers will coordinate with the Forest

FMO  prior to using sm okejump ers in the confin es of the Mu ddy – Ferron  drainages an d the Dark

Canyon wilderness Area.  When a local Incident Commander is on the scene and it is determined

smokejumpers are needed, smokejumpers will land in a safe location where a face to face will take

place to determine strategy, assignments, and identify safety issues.  (The Forest Service will continue

to use smoke jumpers o n unstaffed  initial attack fires when ap proved by th e Duty Officer.)

BLM  - Authority for use of aerial attack on lands under jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management

rests with the Duty Officer, Incident Commander, or with preplanned dispatch systems as activated by

the dispatche r.  

NPS - For lands un der the jurisdiction  of the Nationa l Park Service, au thority for retardant, 

and smo ke jump ers rests with the Su perintende nt, or acting.  Th e use of helicop ters, 

however, rests w ith the Incident C omman der or Du ty Officer.

STATE - Approving authority for Forestry, Fire, and State Lands is listed in each county's 

mobilization plan.

E.  Hand  crews and  Dozers:   MIFC  will receive and p rocess orders for crew s and person nel.  

Fire and  camp c rews will b e reque sted from  the local are a when ever feasib le.  Add itional 

requests will be processed through Eastern Great Basin.

The R ed Ro ck Reg ulars H and cre w will be  compr ised of pe rsonne l from the  followin g agenc ies: 

NPS , USFS, B LM, and S tate with  the Crew B oss position to  be filled  on a ro tating b asis.  The we ekly 

availability of the Red Rock crew will be determined by preparedness levels and availability of

resources to fill the order.  Transportation for the crew will be initiated by the fire center and

will determ ine the loc ation an d time to m eet.  Each  agency’s  duty office r will mak e individ ual 

contacts to fill the crew and will give the names to MIFC for crew manifest.  Refer to the “Red Rock

Regulars – Standard Operating Procedures” for specific crew make-up and dispatching.

Unless othe rwise agreed, the  Jurisdictional A gency will provid e a Resource  Advisor an d/or 

archeologist to advise the Protecting Agency of any special conditions which may influence 

use of hand crews or dozers.
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F.  Boundary Fires, Unified Command, and Cost Sharing:  Boun dary fires are d efined a s: 

1.  A fire burning jointly on lands under the jurisdiction of two or more agencies and the 

boun dary line is k nown ;  

2.  Wh ere the fire lo cation is kn own b ut the ju risdiction al boun dary on th e groun d is unc ertain;  

3.  W here th e locatio n of a re ported  fire is un certain  in relation to th e jurisd ictiona l boun dary.

Once  the exac t location o f the fire is de termine d in relation to the ju risdiction al boun dary, it 

ceases to be a boundary line fire unless falling into category (1) above.

A representative of each agency having shared jurisdictional responsibility on a boundary line 

fire should be come a me mber of the U nified Inciden t Comm and.  W hen a com mitment of 

resources affects one of the jurisdictional agencies, that agency will participate in decisions 

reached.  The Unified Incident Command will document these actions in writing.

Suppression costs on a boundary line fire will be shared as set forth in Clause 37 of the 

Master Agreemen t.  A written cost share agreement, except as otherwise provided  by Clauses 

#17, #28, and #46, will be prepared by the responsible unit Administrators, or their authorized

representatives.

G. Assistance by H ire and Reso urce Order P rocess:  All requests for reso urces (engine s, 

crews, aircraft, etc.) will be processed through the Moab Interagency Fire Center with the 

following exception:

1. State Fire Wardens may process requests for county owned resources directly through 

local county channels, however, MIFC must be notified of all orders made.

2.  A preseason Overhead Resource Order will be established for Forest Service, Manti-La Sal

National Forest fire activity.  By April 15 th of each year the Forest FMO w ill provide a list of

names to the Moab Interagency Dispatch Center.  Additional names may be added during the

fire season as needed.

MIFC  will utilize loc al caches  from the  participatin g agenc ies for sup port only to  the exten t that 

the r esou rces  will  not impact in itial  attac k cap abil ities . Al l reques ts for  resources ou tside of M IFC 's

jurisdiction will be provided through existing cache and ordering agreements (including 

Eastern Great Basin, Western Colorado, and all adjoining agencies).  MIFC will expand the 

dispatch orga nization to mee t the needs of logistical su pport situation(s).

MIF C will  contact, mak e mob ilization  arrang emen ts for, an d disp atch p articipating a gency 

overh ead p ersonnel. A ll perso nnel w ill meet  the N WC G qu alificatio ns for th e assign men t they 

are req uested  to take.   All pa rticipa ting ag ency p ersonnel are  responsible  for thei r availability 

status and  notifying th eir super visor if they tak e the requ ested assig nmen t.

Requests for use of National Guard and/or UDOT equipment, facilities and personnel will be made by

MIFC to the State Fo rester through normal dispatch proced ures.

Any agency requiring equipment owned by private contractors will place orders through the 

Moab Interagency Fire Center.  Billing for said equipment will be directed to the requesting 

agency.  A ll assistance  for hire w ill be billed  accordin g to Clau se 35 an d 46 o f the M aster Ag reemen t.
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H. Interagency S haring of  Com mun ications System s and Freq uencies:  MIFC dispatch ers 

will monitor  the rad io frequenc ies for ad minis trative, f ield, an d air op eration s as req uired  by 

agency agreements and proced ures.

The Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, the State of Utah, and the National Park 

Service will exchange radio frequencies for emergencies and fire coordination.  The following 

frequencies are authorized under this plan:

   TX Tone         RX Description

USFS: 171.425 171.425 Forest Service Simplex

164.375 171.425 Forest Service Repeater

110.9 Tone 1 Abajo/Tidds

123.0 Tone 2 Deadman

131.8 Tone 3 W ilderness

136.5 Tone 4 Carpenter/Horseshoe

146.2 Tone 5 Cedar Mtn.

156.7 Tone 6 Monu ment Peak

167.9 Tone 7 F lagstaff

103.5 Tone 8 Bald  Mesa

168.775 168.775 Fire 1

164.935 169.875 FS Fire Repeater

   TX Tone     RX Description

BLM: 163.125 118.8 164.200 Price Area

168.350 100.0 163.025 Moab Area

163.125 100.0 164.100 Monticello Area

163.100 163.100 BLM  Work

170.500 Fire 2

   TX Tone     RX Description

State: 159.435 159.435 State fire Tactical

159.285 151.4 151.415 Ford Ridge Repeater

159.405 203.5 151.370 Bald Mesa Repeater

159.300 151.4 151.310 Abajo Repeater

159.165 203.5 151.130 Cedar Mtn. Repeater

154.280 154.280 State Fire  Marsh all

159.435 Fire 3

   TX Tone RX Description

NPS: 166.325 123.0 166.325 SE Utah Group S implex

166.925
123.0
141.3
167.9

166.325 SE Utah Group R epeater – Grandview

SE Utah Group R epeater - Mossback

SE Utah G roup Repeater - Abajo

 171.700 141.3 172.600 NPS – B ald Mesa
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Moab Zone

Interagency: 1 164.200 118.8 164.200 Price BLM

2 163.025 100.0 163.025 Moab BLM

3 164.100 100.0 164.100 Monticello BLM

4 171.425 171.425 Man ti 1

5 171.425 By Repeater 164.375 Manti Rpt

6 168.775 168.775 Fire 1

7 172.325 172.325 Air to Gr 1

8 170.500 170.500 Fire 2

9 171.575 171.575 Air to Gr 2

10 159.435 159.435 Fire 3

11 163.100 163.100 BLM  Work

12 168.350 168.350 FS W ork

   TX Tone RX Description

BIA-Nava jo Area

Forestry: 172.725 172.725 Car-To-Car

BIA -Ute M ount ain

Ute: 172.450 172.450 Car-To-Car

170.100 103.5 172.450 Herman Pk. Repeater

170.100 114.8 172.450 Red Mesa Repeater

BIA-Uintah and

Ouray 167.025 167.025 Car-To-Car

164.775 103.5 167.025 Repeater

Interagency: 168.625 168.625 Air Gua rd

168.650 168.650 National Flight Following

124.075 124.075 Victor - A ir to Air

172.325 172.325 Air to Ground - Freq 1

171.575 171.575 Air to Ground - Freq 2

Moab Fire Zone Standard Channel Configuration

Chan nels 1-5  may revers e order d epend ing if it is BL M or F S radio, o r differen t freq for a S tate Rad io

Channels 6-12 are to be standard for all fire radios

Channels 13+ are optional per agency

Channel TX Tone RX Description
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I. Mov e-up an d Cov er:  Move-up and  Cover options are outlined in area prepared ness plans.

J. Interagency procurement, loaning, sharing, or exchanging of facilities, equipment, and 

suppo rt services:  The Forest Service and BL M have  established a p rocuremen t procedure

for the purchase, leasing, etc., of supplies, equipment, and su pport services for fire incidents.

See Ap pendix A  (Procurem ent) 

K. Wildf ire Situation  Analy sis (WFS A):  The State and Federal Agencies are required by policy

to complete a Wildfire Situation Analysis for all fires that escape initial suppression action.

Proce dures and  agenc y policy fo r deve lopm ent of th e WF SA a re foun d in th e local a gency 

guidelines.  Responsibility for strategy and implementation shall rest with the jurisdictional

Agency’s L ine Officer. 

L. Post-incident Action  Analysis:   Initial Attack  crews of c ooperatin g agenc ies will pro vide all 

pertinent information to the jurisdictional agency when relieved from the fire.  Cooperating

agencie s condu cting con tinuing  suppre ssion activ ities on oth er agenc y land sha ll provide  all 

necessa ry fire related in formation  to the juris dictiona l agency w ithin five (5 ) days after th e fire is

declared  out.

M. Joint M obilization  Centers o r other incid ent supp ort facilities:  Moab Fire Station 

          Moab H elibase

N. Agreed-to billing amounts (rates) for above resources and billing information for

presuppression  activities:  Agencies will bill one another for activities not related to fire 

suppression and administrative charges may be applied.  Billings for such activities will be 

docum ented lo cally as part of  this agreem ent.

O. Training:  A cooperative fire training plan for local training will be established each fall by the Moab

Zone Interagency Training Committee.  This training plan will identify courses, times, and

sponsoring agency.  MIFC  will coordinate announcem ents and nominations.
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P.  Operation al Procedure s for Wildern ess Areas:  Any motorized use, helispots, and spike 

camps in the Dark C anyon W ilderness area, requ ires verba l approv al from th e Forest 

Supervisor or their acting, prior to each use.  When fires occur in Utah on the Black Ridge 

Wilderness  area, the BLM Duty Officer shall be notified before any action is taken.  Management

goals for fire in  the Blac k Ridg e Wild erness m ust be co ordinate d with th e Gran d Jun ction Fie ld

Office. Supp ression of Fires occu rring on the N ational Parks m ust be app roved by the D uty Officer.

VII. FIRE PREVENTION

A. General C ooperative A ctivities:  The agen cies within this agree ment are resp onsible for 

carrying out any fire prevention program in their respective jurisdictional area.  All agencies 

should coordinate their efforts in contacting the public through newspaper articles, radio 

messages, etc. to avoid duplication and insure maximum effectiveness.  Agencies should also 

coord inate u rban /wildla nd in terface  programs th rough  the local State  or County 

representatives.

B. Information and Education:  Where interagency cooperation for information and education 

program s exist, do cumen tation of ea ch agen cy's respons ibilities will b ecome  part of this d ocum ent.

C. Restrictions and C losures:  When fire closures and/or special fire regulations are deemed 

necessary, conditions will be coordinated with all agencies prior to publication of respective 

orders.  When fire closures and/or special order fire regulations within the 

jurisdictio nal/prote ction au thority of an y agency is n ecessary, the  respon sible official w ill

activate it.  All fire restrictions/closures should adhere to the "Operating Plan for the 

Implementation of Fire Restrictions/Closures in Utah".

D. Engineering:

1. Fire Safe Plan ning (wildlan d-urban in terface):  Agencies are encouraged to use the 

publication "Wildland  Hazards and R esidential Development", 19 86, which identifies 

safety constraints for structures in the wildland urban interface area.

2. Railroads and Utilities:  Agen cies are  encou raged  to work with  railroad  and u tility 

companies to reduce the threat of hum an caused fires.

E. Enfo rcemen t:

1. Burning Perm its:  Burning  permits are requ ired by Utah S tate Law for 

all people who burn on state and unincorporated private lands during the closed fire season from

June 1 through October 31.  Request for burning permits on state or private land will be 

referred to the respective county Fire Warden.

2. Restrictions and Closures:  Each agency is responsible for enforcement on the land 

they administer.

3. Fire Investigations:  The agen cy that takes initial attack action w ill protect the point of 

origin and n otify MIFC of th e need for inv estigation and d ocumen tation for 

reimb ursab le fires.  A s soon  as prac tical, the agen cy with  jurisd ictiona l respo nsibil ity 

will assume responsibility for trespass investigation.  All Federal Agencies will pursue 

their own cost recovery for fires that occur on Federal Land, no matter where the origin 

point is.
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IX. FIRE PLANNING

A. Presuppression  analysis plans:   Agencies are  encouraged  to perform join t analysis wherever 

possible, keeping in mind that resources jointly funded will require documentation stating the 

fiscal responsibilities of each agency involved.

B. Preven tion plan s:  Agen cies wi ll  prepare join t preve ntion  plans  where app ropria te.  An y 

agreem ent entered will b e docu mented  and be come p art of this agr eemen t.

C. Prescribed  fire plans :  Where opportunities exist to meet management objectives on 

adjoin ing land s, efforts sho uld be m ade to de velop co operative  prescrib ed fire pla ns.  Join t 

management, funding, and responsibilities will be documented as in (A) above.

D. Mob ilization plan s, etc.:  Presently, each agency documents how they will maintain a level of

preparedness in accordance with agency policy or resource planning guide.  MIFC holds and 

consolidates the se plans to me et area or zone req uirements.  

X. FUEL MANAGEMENT AND PRESCRIBED FIRE CONSIDERATIONS

Agencies are encouraged to participate in the prescribed fire programs of another agency whenever

possible .  Parties to th is agreem ent are sh aring reso urces for p rescribed  fire or fuel m anagem ent 

activities.  The assisting agency will fund their resources and no cross billing will take place, the 

concept being that equity will occur over the long run.

The participating agencies are involved in several joint interagency fuel modification projects.

Current Projects 2003

Willo w Ba sin (N orth en d of La  Sals in  Gran d Co unty)

Pack  Creek  (San  Juan  Cou nty)

Blue  Mou ntain  Ranch (San Ju an County)

East C arbon / Sun nyside  (Carb on C ounty)

Joe’s  Valley (Eme ry Cou nty)

Prescribed Fire Codes 2003

USFS R esources to BLM Projects ----------- USFS A ssigned

USFS Resources to State Projects -------- USFS Assigned 

BLM Resources to State Projects --------------- RD34

BLM Resources to USFS Projects------------- RD31

State Resources to BLM & USFS  Projects ---- State Assigned

If the agencies involved agree that a project will cause a significant impact to a supporting agency a signed

amendm ent for said activities definin g billing processe s and respon sibilities will become p art of this agreemen t.  
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XI. GENERAL PROCEDURES

A. Periodic review s:  A meeting to discuss the Operating Plan will be held each year before 

April 1.  The responsibility to host the meeting will be rotated each year as follows:

2004 - State of Utah, Forestry, Fire and State Lands

2005 - Man ti-La Sal National Forest

2006 - B ureau of Lan d Man agement, M oab F.O . 

2007 - National Park Service, SEUG

The host will set a date for the meeting, arrange for a place to meet, and invite each 

agency.  The  operating plan  will be signed a nd distributed  by May 1 of eac h year.

B. Upda ting of P lans:  The hostin g agency will hav e the MIFC  Center M anager up date, 

incorporate any changes to the plan and then route the plan for signature and final distribution.

C. Public In form ation:  Each agen cy is responsible for p ublic informa tion regarding lan ds unde r 

their jurisdictional responsibility.  For boundary fires, Unified Command should determine 

appropriate information distribution.

MIFC Center Manager or acting will provide the media with the proper contacts for obtaining

inciden t informa tion un til a Public  Informa tion Off icer is assign ed to the in cident.

D. Augm entation  Fund s (Severity F undin g):  Severity funding will be requested according to 

each a gency's p olicy.  R eque sts will re quire  docu men tation a nd sig natur e from  agenc y 

administrators.  A ll agencies shou ld coordinate se verity requests so as to get the  best mix of 

resources to help in the area.

E. Chan ges Du ring Ye ar (due to  budg et cuts of su pplem ental fun ding): Any changes in 

staffing will be repo rted to MIFC , who will then  notify all involved agen cies of the chan ges. 


